
 

Building a Community that Supports the Success of Children 

A Message From The Director: 
 

May 2018 Issue 

THE ROUNDTABLE REVIEW 

The Roundtable of St. Lucie County is a 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization comprised of 
agencies working together with partners and 
stakeholders throughout the community to 

address the issues our children face at the root 
level.  Its members are leaders of all aspects of 

society who come together to build a 
community of opportunity where every child 

succeeds. 

The Roundtable operates through networks, 
each of which focuses on key aspects that 

affect the lives of our children. 

Vice Chair Mayor Linda Hudson 
thanked Vern Melvin for his many 
years of serving on the Roundtable. 
Mr. Melvin was a founding member 
back in 1995. 

We have always heard April showers bring May flowers. Last month, we were able to 
give “flowers” in April in the form of a plaque and recognition to our beloved Vern 
Melvin, founding member of the Roundtable who recently became the Regional 
Managing Director for the Southeast Region for the Department of Children and 
Families.   It is with deepest gratitude that we thank Vern for his unfading commitment 
and leadership to the Roundtable and our community that has been sustained over two 
decades in St. Lucie County. The Roundtable was established in 1998 and grew to what 
it is today - a collection of committed “Leaders United for Children”, and is indeed part 
of Vern’s legacy.    
 
Speaking of May flowers, we have an opportunity to raise awareness for children and 
families in our community who truly need life to blossom.  May is National Children’s 
Mental Health Awareness Month.  We are proud to announce our very own Youth 
Leadership will be utilizing the St. Lucie County’s Video PSA Grant recently awarded to 
the Roundtable, to develop a mental health awareness PSA.  At the beginning of the year, 
we asked our youth to prioritize issues that were of concern for St. Lucie County 
students.  At the top of their list, they identified mental health and wanted to raise 
awareness about this issue that indiscriminately affects youth across the student 
population - from athletes and high-performing students, to students who are not active 
in school activities and/or are struggling academically.  Our youth are also developing a 
photovoice project around this issue.  We are looking forward to unveiling the final 
products to the community.  Stay tuned. 
 
Last month, our Youth Leadership and Kids at Hope Staff also had an opportunity to 
participate in raising awareness for Child Abuse Prevention Month.  They, along with 
our very own hero Chief John Bolduc, participated in the Children’s Home Society 
Treasure Coast Heroes 5K Run/1-Mile walk in Jensen Beach.  We enjoyed lots of fun 
and food, while being socially conscience and aware of giving flowers to and supporting 
the vision of Children’s Home Society of “building bridges to success” for children along 
the Treasure Coast.  Please see page 3 for details. 
 
Health Department Director Clint Sperber and staff gave lot of flowers recently to their 
volunteers who work so hard for them at their 17th Annual Volunteer Appreciation 
luncheon. 
 
As we move through this month, let us remember those around us who need flowers, 
after the showers.  I smell blossoms in the air! 
 
Enjoy! 
 

Teresa Bishop 
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Introducing the NEW  
Youth Leadership St. Lucie Logo! 

 

On April 21, 2018, the new Youth Leadership St. Lucie logo made its debut 
displayed on the tee shirts worn by several of the students from Youth Leadership 
Port St Lucie. The logo exemplifies the motto “Let’s Lead Together”. The premise 
of Youth Leadership is student led and adult guided. The logo depicts an adult 
leading by extending a hand to help a youth up the stairs to success in life.  
 
Youth Leadership St. Lucie empowers teens to become good problem solvers, 
communicators and advocates. The youth address community challenges facing 
teens through devising community projects, serving in community events, and 
carrying the concerns of teens to community leaders.   
 
The design was created by Youth Leadership St. Lucie member, Jessie Delphin.  
Jessie is a junior at Treasure Coast High School. Currently she volunteers at St 
Lucie Medical Center and various clubs at school. Jessie stated on her application, 
“I am confident that I will help our youth so that they can have a closer relationship 
with their families and have good goals to work towards”. Youth Leadership 
members in both Port St Lucie and Fort Pierce had an opportunity to submit a 
design for a new logo, and Jessie’s creation won the most votes of her peers.  By 
winning the logo contest, Jessie is the recipient of $20 gift card.  
 

Congratulations to Jessie! 
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Youth Leadership St. Lucie Supports CHS “Heroes 5K Run/Walk” 
 
Seven members of Port St. Lucie’s Youth Leadership group proudly supported the Children’s Home Society’s 3rd 
Annual Treasure Coast 5K Run/1 Mile Walk and Fun Run for Kids on Saturday, April 21st at Indian Riverside 
Park, which was held to raise funds for vulnerable families in our community. Children’s Home Society provides 
and connects families to a broad spectrum of services to include counseling, fostering, adoption, parenting, child 
development, mentoring, and case management. 
 
The Roundtable’s Youth Leadership St. Lucie members made the decision to support this incredible organization 
without hesitation and vowed to participate again in this event next year.  
 
Perhaps the teens’ dedication can be attributed to the shared belief of both Youth Leadership (as a Kids at Hope 
initiative) and Children’s Home Society that every child has potential and is capable of success. Representing the 
Roundtable, Youth Leadership was proud and honored to support Children’s Home Society as one of its many 
exceptional community partners. 
 
On behalf of Youth Leadership St. Lucie, we’d like to extend a special and heartfelt thank you to Port St. Lucie 
Police Department and Roundtable Chair Chief John Bolduc for presenting us with this valuable opportunity, and 
for demonstrating exceptional leadership skills for our youth to emulate.  
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5-2-1-0 Let’s Go! 
The Department of Health (DOH) School Health Nurses promoted 
the 5-2-1-0 Let’s Go! message to students in Weatherbee, Floresta, 
and Morningside Elementary schools.  They educated 690 students 
about fruits/vegetables, physical activity, recreational screen time, 
and water.  They greeted the students as they arrived to school and 
provided education in classrooms, cafeterias, and during their PE 
classes.  The DOH School Readiness Program brought 5-2-1-0 
Let’s Go! to 145 students from five Early Learning Coalition 
childcare centers: The Children’s Garden 1 and 2, Little Angels 
Learning Academy, Little Angels Learning Academy, and 
Dreamchaser Preschool.          
 

Pictured left to right: Alicia Lange, Donna Langel, 
and Stacey DeJesus 

 

Pictured left to right: Vincianne Freeman, Kimberly 
Ciufo, Donna Langel, Stacey DeJesus, Kerry Daley 

 

FRESH STOP MOBILE MARKET BUS 
 

The St. Lucie County Food Policy Council took a trip to Orlando to visit the Health Empowerment 
Through Behavioral and Nutritional Initiative (HEBNI) team and tour the Fresh Stop mobile market, 
which is a bus that is outfitted with special refrigerated racks for fresh vegetables and fruits.  The Fresh 
Stop visits 16 different food desert neighborhoods in Central Florida.  HEBNI is a community-based, not 
for profit (501)(c)(3) agency formed in 1995 to educate high-risk, culturally diverse populations about 
nutrition strategies and chronic diseases.       
 

Pictured left to right: Angela Roberson, Danielle Chabot, 
and Jenny Buntin 

 

Pictured left to right: Marie Kessler, Danielle Chabot, Natalie Parkell, 
Angela Roberson, Jenny Buntin, Tricia Goulet, Glen Providence 
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The Florida Department of Health (FDOH) in St. Lucie County, in cooperation with the St. Lucie 
County Fire District, the Medical Reserve Corps and Lawnwood Regional Medical Center & Heart 
Institute, have initiated a county-wide Stop the Bleed campaign. This effort began in March when a 
Train the Trainer class was held at the Health Department and 16 instructors were trained. Since that 
time, they have trained nearly 130 people including the entire security staff at Indian River State College 
and 30 teachers and administrators from the St. Lucie Public Schools.  A plan is in place to greatly 
expand their instructor cadre and train all the faculty and staff in all the schools in St. Lucie County as 
well as any place of worship that would like the class.  While the FDOH is initially targeting “high-risk” 
locations, eventually the program will be offered to any and all residents. 
 
 

FDOH-St. Lucie, St. Lucie Fire District and St. 
Lucie BOCC recognized Robert Golden, a local 
high school student hero, for applying a 
tourniquet on a motorcyclist during a traffic 
accident in December 2017. 
 
 

St. Lucie County BOCC presented 
FDOH-St. Lucie and St. Lucie Fire 
District with a proclamation for 
National Stop the Bleed Day and we 
presented the County with a Stop the 
Bleed Kit. 
 
 
Pictured from left to right:  Peter Allen, 
Public Health Preparedness Coordinator, 
FDOH-St. Lucie, Frannie Hutchinson, 
Chair, St. Lucie BOCC, Clint Sperber, 
Administrator, FDOH-St. Lucie, Robert 
Golden, Port St. Lucie High School 
Student, Nate Spera, Chief, St. Lucie Fire 
District, Sonya Crosby, MRC Coordinator, 
FDOH-St. Lucie and Martin. 
 



 

 

CITY OF FORT PIERCE MAYOR LINDA HUDSON  
NAMED DISTINGUISHED ALUMNA 

City of Fort Pierce Mayor Linda Hudson was recognized recently with the Indian River State College 
Distinguished Alumni Award. The award is presented annually to an outstanding graduate who has 
achieved a high level of success in his or her chosen career and is an exemplary role model for 
students. The honor was conferred during the College Awards Ceremony, where Hudson served as 
the event’s featured speaker. 

“IRSC alumni are actively involved with both their communities and their professions, setting 
higher standards, improving relationships, and bringing about change for future generations,” said 
Dr. Edwin R. Massey, IRSC President.  “No one embodies this spirit more so than Mayor Linda 
Hudson, and we are pleased to present her with this year’s Distinguished Alumni Award.” 

A native of Fort Pierce, Mayor Hudson graduated from Indian River Junior College in 1964 with an 
Associate of Arts degree. She furthered her education at the University of Florida, graduating in 
1966 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and History. Hudson then pursued a career in 
association management in Chicago, Illinois, and after marking a 25-year career, retired in 1994 
as a vice president with the Illinois State Medical Society.  

Hudson then returned to her hometown of Fort Pierce where she became active in several civic and 
cultural organizations. In 2012 she was elected Mayor of the City of Fort Pierce—the first female 
elected to that office—and ran unopposed for reelection in 2016. She currently serves as President 
of the Treasure Coast Regional League of Cities and is past Chair of the Treasure Coast Council of 
Local Governments. She earned the Florida League of Cities Home Rule Hero Award in 2015 and 
again in 2017 for her advocacy efforts with the state legislature. Mayor Hudson is active in 
community service and, among other commitments, serves as Vice Chair of the St. Lucie County 
Executive Roundtable, an organization that seeks to build a community where every child 
succeeds.  

In her address to students, Mayor Hudson reflected on the journey that brought her back to Florida 
and the importance of service to others. “Education never stops,” says Hudson. “If you’re open to 
it, you can learn something from every person you meet, every job you perform, and every 
experience.  Lifetime learning comes from the conviction that you don’t know everything, and from 
an attitude that learning from every situation is your job.” 
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Clint Sperber and Dr. James Strawn (The Volunteer of 
the Year). Dr. Strawn founded the HANDS Pediatric 
Dental Clinic and volunteers with the health 
department. 
 

Left to right: Karen Sweeney (Legislative Aide to 
Rep. Gayle Harrell), Sean Boyle (Executive 
Director, Children Services Council), The 
Honorable Shaniek Maynard (US Magistrate 
Judge, Southern District of Florida), Dr. Donna 
Mills (Chairman, St. Lucie County Public Schools). 
 

Left to right:  Clint Sperber, (Administrator/Health Officer Florida 
Dept. of Health in SLC), Cheryl and Ray Lalloo, (Founders of the 
Jessica Clinton MVP Foundation – Free Annual Know Your Heart 
Screening for children age 5 to 20). 
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4/17/18 

Bridges to Prosperity, St. Lucie serves as the Economic Sufficiency Network of the Roundtable of St. Lucie County, 
Inc., which is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) charitable organization comprised of community leaders united to build a 
community that supports the success of children.      

 

If you are looking to end poverty in your community or lessen its impact on people, the environment, 
and local organizations and businesses, explore the innovative concepts found in Bridges Out of 
Poverty. If poverty is left unchallenged, then sustainability and prosperity for us all will be impossible. 
It's not just about a few of us. It's about all of us.  
 
Bridges Out of Poverty helps communities: 

• Move individuals from poverty to self-sufficiency  
• Reduce social costs related to crime, poor health, and welfare  
• Strengthen educational attainment and job skills  
• Enhance economic development  
• Improve on-the-job productivity  
• Revitalize neighborhoods  
• Build a sustainable community where everyone can live well 

 

DATES FOR COMMUNITY-WIDE BRIDGES OUT OF POVERTY TRAINING 

DATE TIME LOCATION 
FRIDAY MAY 18, 2018 8AM-4PM INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE, R132 
FRIDAY JUNE 8, 2018 8AM-4PM INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE, R132 
FRIDAY AUGUST 3, 2018 8AM-4PM INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE, R132 
FRIDAY  OCTOBER 26, 2018 8AM-4PM INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE, R132 
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 1, 2019 8AM-4PM INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE, R132 
FRIDAY APRIL 12, 2019 8AM-4PM INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE, R132 

    
    

 
 

If you wish to participate in the workshop, please register by calling Debbie Dorn at 772-462-7647 or 
ddorn@irsc.edu 

  
 

Cost is $15.00.  Participants are on their own for lunch. 
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Questions? Contact tandreacchio@cscslc.org or call  
772-408-1100. 

 
Mental Health First Aid USA is coordinated by the National Council for 
Community Behavioral Healthcare, the Maryland Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene, and the Missouri Department of Mental Health. 

 

www.MentalHealthFirstAid.org 
 

               
 
 
 
 

May 17 or June 12, 2018 8:30 am – 4:00 pm 
at Indian River State College, Room W251 
3209 Virginia Ave., Fort Pierce, FL 34981 

 

Sometimes, first aid isn’t a bandage, or CPR, or the Heimlich, or calling 911. 
Sometimes, first aid is YOU! 
 

A young person you know could be experiencing a mental health challenge or crisis.  
You can help them. 
Youth Mental Health First Aid introduces common mental health challenges for youth, reviews typical adolescent development, 
and teaches a 5-step action plan for how to help young people in both crisis and non-crisis situations  
and connect them with the appropriate professional, peer, social, or self-help care. Anyone can  
take the 8-hour Youth Mental Health First Aid course, but it is ideally designed for adults who  
work with young people, ages 12-18 — teachers, coaches, leaders of faith communities, health  
and human services workers, social workers, and other caring citizens. 
 
Sometimes, the best first aid is you. Take the course, save a life,  
strengthen your community. 
 
           REGISTER ONLINE AT:  
         www.CSCSLC.org 
 
   
Brought to you through a partnership with: 

    

Youth Mental Health First Aid Course 
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NETWORK MEETINGS 

 

 
ACADEMIC SUCCESS 

First Wednesday of every month at 3:00pm at Children’s Services Council. 
 

CHILD & ADOLESCENT HEALTH (Healthy St. Lucie) 
Healthiest Weight: Meetings are bi-monthly.  

Infant Mortality: Meets quarterly.  
Teen Pregnancy: Meeting date TBD 

 
CHILD WELFARE 

First Tuesday quarterly at 10:00am at Children’s Services Council. 
 

ECONOMIC SUFFICIENCY (Bridges to Prosperity) 
Third Wednesday of every month at 12:00pm at the UP Center on Orange Avenue.  

 
LINCOLN PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Fourth Thursday of every other month at 12:00pm at the Department of Health  
714 Avenue C, Fort Pierce.  

 
SAFE KIDS COALITION (Unintentional Injury) 

First Thursday of every month at 9:00am at Garber Buick GMC on US1.  
(Does not meet in July or November) 

 
VIOLENCE & DELINQUENCY WORKGROUP 

Quarterly on third Tuesday at 2:00pm. Location – State Attorney’s Office on 2nd Street. 
 

SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK 
Third Tuesday of every month at 2:00pm at the State Attorney’s Office on 2nd Street.  

 
SCHOOL DELINQUENCY NETWORK  

Meets monthly. Date, time, and location TBD. 
 

STEERING COMMITTEE 
Third Thursday of every month at 9:00am at Children’s Services Council.  

 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE (Drug Free St. Lucie) 

May 22nd at 11:00am at Children’s Services Council.  
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Visit us at: 

www.RoundtableSLC.com 
 
 

 
 

www.Facebook.com/RoundtableSLC 
“Roundtable of St. Lucie County” 

 
 
 

Please email newsletter submissions to  
Dana Stonelake: 

DStonelake@RoundtableSLC.org 

OUR SPONSORS 

OUR SPONSORS: 

 
 

Roundtable of St. Lucie County, Inc. 

546 NW University Blvd. 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986 
Phone: (772) 871-5880 

Fax: (772) 408-111 
 

Teresa Bishop, Executive Director 
TBishop@RoundtableSLC.org 

 
Kim Thomas-Pate, Operations Manager 

KThomas@RoundtableSLC.org 
 

Dana Stonelake, Administrative Assistant 
DStonelake@RoundtableSLC.org 

 
Esperanza Morales, Accounting 

EMorales35@comcast.net 

Executive Committee 

Chair:  Chief John Bolduc, Port St. Lucie Police Department 

Vice Chair:  Mayor Linda Hudson, City of Fort Pierce 

Secretary:  Wydee’a Wilson, Department of Juvenile Justice 

Treasurer:  Clint Sperber, Florida Department of Health in St. Lucie County 

Past Chair:  Sean Boyle, Children’s Services Council 

At-Large Member:  Tony Loupe, Early Learning Coalition 

Steering Committee Chair:  Angela Roberson, Florida Department of Health 
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Our Members 

Our Networks & Sub-Committees 
Kids At Hope 

Kevin Singletary, Coordinator   
KSingletary@RoundtableSLC.org 

 

Kim Reid, School & Community Liaison 
KReid@RoundtableSLC.org 

 

Safe Neighborhoods 
Monica Jakobsen, Chair 

MJakobsen@Roundtableslc.org 
 

Lincoln Park Advisory Committee 
Betty Bradwell, Chair 

B.JBradwell52@gmail.com 
 

Restoring the Village Youth Initiative 
Monica Jakobsen, Coordinator 
MJakobsen@RoundtableSLC.org 

 
Substance Abuse Prevention (Drug Free St. Lucie) 

John Poli, Chair 
JPoli@nhtcinc.org 

 

Kim Thomas-Pate, Coordinator 
KThomas@RoundtableSLC.org 

 

 
v Guardian ad Litem, Paul Nigro 
v Housing Authority of Fort Pierce, Andrea Kochanowski 
v Indian River State College, Andrew Treadwell 
v Kids Connected by Design, Lisa von Seelen 
v Lincoln Park Council of Ministers, Pastor Trevor Banks 
v Port St. Lucie Police Department, John Bolduc 
v St. Lucie County Chamber of Commerce, Terissa Aronson 
v St. Lucie County Department of Health, Clint Sperber 
v St. Lucie County Fire District, Nate Spera 
v St. Lucie County School District, E. Wayne Gent 
v St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office, Garry Wilson 
v Southeast FL Behavioral Health Network, Ann Berner  
v State Representative, Larry Lee, Jr. 
v Steering Committee, Angela Roberson 
v United Way of St. Lucie County, Karen Knapp 

 

v 19th Circuit Public Defender’s Office, Diamond R. Litty 
v 19th Judicial Circuit - State Attorney, Bruce Colton 
v 19th Judicial Circuit - Judge, Tony Schwab 
v Board of County Commissioners, Linda Bartz 
v Career Source Research Coast, Brian Bauer 
v Children’s Services Council, Sean Boyle 
v City of Fort Pierce, Linda Hudson 
v City of Port St. Lucie, Stephanie Morgan 
v Department of Children & Families, Robert McPartlan 
v Department of Juvenile Justice, Wydee’a Wilson 
v Devereux CBC, Carol Deloach 
v Early Learning Coalition of St. Lucie County, Tony Loupe 
v Economic Development Council, Peter Tesch 
v Florida Department of Corrections – Circuit 19, Michael Davis 
v Florida Department of Health in St. Lucie County, Clint Sperber 
v Fort Pierce Police Department, Diane Hobley-Burney 

 
 

Steering Committee 
Angela Roberson, Chair 

Angela.Roberson@flhealth.gov 
 

Academic Success 
Deborah Hawley, Chair 

Deborah.Hawley@StLucieSchools.org 
 

Economic Sufficiency 
“Bridges to Prosperity” 

Al Rivett, Chair 
Al@alrivett.com 

 

Child & Adolescent Health 
Tricia Goulet, Chair 

Tricia.Goulet@FLHealth.gov 
 
 

Safe Kids Coalition 
Ronda Cerulli 

Ronda.Cerulli@FLHealth.gov 
 

Child Welfare 
Paul Nigro, Chair 

paul.nigro@gal.fl.gov 
 


